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A Note from the Editor

When I set about to prepare a short history of our beloved West End Presbyterian Church, I
started with the session minutes of 100 years ago. Although a few facts were recorded, there was
little that conveyed the excitement that the founders must have felt. Many of the later minutes
were even less informative. Little was recorded of what had happened, although possible
activities in the future were frequently mentioned. In talking to many of our members of long
standing, again I found a disinterest in dwelling on the past.

After a while I came to realize that West Enders, from the beginning until today, rarely stopped
to glory in past events. They were looking always to today and tomorrow, looking for new ways
to bring the saving message of Jesus Christ to people everywhere.

However, on those particular occasions when West Enders stopped to think about their past, a
few of them put their recollections on paper. What follows in these pages are those writings, held
together by a few words of my own. Whenever I could, I have let them speak and I hope you
enjoy their accounts as much as I have.

Since West End Church started as a Sunday School, that's where our chronicle will begin.

The Origin and Development of the West End Sunday School

Written by Frank H. Barr in 1932

“As we glance around us this Sunday at the spaciousness of our Sunday School quarters, little do
we realize the anxious moments before it became a reality. Doubtless these walls have heard
many different voices, hymns and testimonies. The walls are alive with the memories of those
who prayed and struggled to give us these facilities. But let us turn back the pages of our diaries
and glimpse into the past.

“As we realize the importance of the Sunday School today so did Reverent J.H. Hoadley and Mr.
J.F. Smith foresee its need 45 years ago. For it was on March 8, 1887 that these God-fearing men
called a meeting at the office of Cotes and Lawrence in our city. They enlisted the interests of
earnest, hard working Christians, Mr. & Mrs. Carmichael, Mr. & Mrs. Curry, Mr. & Mrs.



Parkinson, Mr. & Mrs. Lawson, Mr. Knapp, Mr. Finney, Mr. Fulton and several others.

“Mr. Smith presided at the meeting and upon resolution Reverend J.H. Hoadley was chosen
chairman and Mr. J.W. Howie was elected secretary of the meeting. After asking God's blessing
on their work, Reverend Hoadley made an address saying the object of the meeting was the
forming of a Sunday School in the vicinity of West 104th Street to be incorporated later into a
Presbyterian Church. The chairman gave some facts and appointed Mr. Smith as chairman of a
committee of the Presbyterian Church Extension as he had secured a three-year lease on a lot at
West 104th Street (near what is today Broadway).

“A temporary Sunday School was to be erected by money donated by the Presbyterian Church
Extension borrowed from Mr. Samuel Imslee and Mr. J.F. Smith. The building was to be ready
by April 15, 1997 and it was up to the ladies and gentlemen to provide scholars and teachers, also
some helpers.

“A committee of seven was formed . . . to take full charge of the matter, raising the funds to
furnish the Sunday School building . . . and the teachers and scholars. The chairman appointed as
the Superintendent of the Sunday School Mr. G.W. Beale.

“The second meeting was held on March 22, 1887 at the residence of Mr. Marshall. Byt request,
Reverend Hoadley presided. Committee reported that donations of chairs, organ, window shades,
library of 100 volumes, and hymn books from people on the committee. Promise of scholars and
the report was one of progress. Mr. Carmichael was elected Treasurer. Plans for the Sunday
School building were shown and elicited hearty praise. It was approved. It was hoped that the
building would be ready by the 8th of May, 1887.

“The third meeting was held on April 19, 1887 at the residence of Mr. Marshall. The meeting
was opened by a short prayer and then the report was heard. Miss Marshall donated some Bibles.
Mr. Carmichael stated that the Treasury was empty and donations of $100 were made. Miss
Marshall proposed the name of West End Presbyterian Sunday School. The Chairman addressed
the delay of the Chapel . . . but it would be ready by May 19, 1887. Program was arranged and
invitations sent out.

“Next meeting was held May 3, 1887 at Mr. Marshall's residence. Prominent people were
present. Committee authorized expenditures for furnishing of the building from funds. Reverend
Hoadley was requested to occupy the pulpit on the first Sabbath that the New Chapel opened.
Donations were given amounting to $175, making a total of $275. Mrs. Marshall donated a
handsome pulpit Bible and Mrs. Parkinson donated a pulpit cushion. Chairman said everything
would be in readiness.

“The first member was Stanley Lawson. There were 61 members, 10 teachers, and 6 officers of
whom 6 are still in the membership of our church. The first flowers were Lilies of the Valley and
those are the church's flowers.

“The following years the Sunday School increased in numbers under the guiding hand of Mr.



Beale. In 1892 Mr. Gilbert W. Terry took the position as general superintendent of the Sunday
School . . . . . .”

. . . and a great many other dedicated Christians guided the work of the Sunday School down to
the present superintendent, Elder George W. Javis.

Frank Barr ends his account by writing, “With God's help West End has grown and prospered.”

All through the summer and fall of 1887 worship services and Sunday School continued in the
Little Tin Chapel as it came to be called. From the description in the records of the Church
Extension Committee of the New York Presbytery, it was indeed a metal building made of
prefabricated parts. The outside gave the appearance of white clapboard. The Committee
intended to dismantle the building for use elsewhere when West End had grown enough to
require a permanent home. That time came sooner than anyone had anticipated.

Minutes of Session

“At a meeting held in the Chapel on the evening of November 22, 1887 there were present
Reverent J.H. Hoadley and about 100 others. It being moved and seconded Reverend Mr.
Hoadley presided and opened meeting with prayer. Mr. Hoadley stated the object of the meeting
was to consider the question of organizing into a Presbyterian Church. After remarks by Mr.
Beatle, Mr. Fulton, and others, the following resolution offered by Mr. Aitken was passed.

“Resolved: That we at once take steps to organize a church.

“Moved and seconded that a committee composed of the trustees present be appointed to secure
names to a position to be presented to the Presbytery at the next meeting requesting a church
organization. Carried.

“Mr. Carmichael presented a letter from Reverend J. Balcom Shaw, signifying his willingness to
favorably consider an invitation from our people, was read. It having been shown by a vote of
those present that they were unanimously in favor of securing the services of Mr. Shaw. It was
moved and seconded that we sanction the action of the Board in their efforts to secure him as
pastor and that they be authorized to engage him. Carried unanimously.

“On the evening of Tuesday, February 7th, 1888 a meeting of the congregation worshiping in the
Chapel at 104th St. And the Boulevard was called by the Presbytery of New York, and their
committee consisting of Rev. S.M. Hamilton, D.D., James M. Hoadley, and Anson P. Attenbury
met with them for the purpose of organizing the congregation into a church. The meeting was
called to order and presided over by Mr. Hoadley, who invited Mr. Attenbury to lead in prayer;
after singing a hymn he briefly stated the object for which they had come together, and reviewed
the work since the opening of the Building in May, which was extremely encouraging in each
department. There being in the Sabbath School 135 scholars and 19 officers and teachers and an
attendance on the preaching services of upwards of 150 people. That all felt grateful to Mr. Beale
who had direction of the Sabbath School and pulpit supplies, for his untiring zeal and self



devotion, also to the Trustees who had piloted the work. That with hears of gratitude to Almighty
God for his signal favors on our pathway in the past, we would face the future trusting only in
His strength and guidance. The motion was made and carried that this church be known as the
West End Presbyterian Church of the City of New York.

“March 21, 1888 – The Session having reason to believe that the people of this congregation are
prepared with a good degree of unanimity to elect a pastor, accept the following resolution,
namely

Resolved: That a meeting of the congregation for the election of a pastor be held
in the chapel on Monday, May 7th at 8 pm and that notice of this meeting be given
from the pulpit on the Sabbaths of April 22, April 29 and May 6th in accordance
with the Form of Government Chap. 15 Sec. 3.

“A meeting of the congregation of the West End Presbyterian Church was held in the Chapel on
Monday evening, May 7th, 1888 at 8 o'clock for the purpose of uniting in calling a pastor. . . It
was unanimously decided that the members of this church and those regularly attending and
contributing to its support be considered as legally entitled to vote. The motion was made and
seconded that we now proceed to call a pastor. A rising vote being called for, there was a
unanimous expression in favor of calling the Rev. John Balcom Shaw as pastor of this church. It
was also unanimously agreed that a salary of Fifteen Hundred Dollars ($1500) per annum
payable in monthly installments be paid to the pastor and that a vacation of six weeks during the
year be given to him. . .

Mr. Dunning and Mr. Howie submitted from the Trustees the proposed method to be accepted in
raising the necessary funds to defray the expenses of church work and that a pledge subscription
would be taken in lieu of pew rents.”

On May 15, 1888 Reverend John Balcom Shaw was installed as first pastor. In his fourth
Anniversary sermon he recorded his own memories of those early days.

“I was not a participant in the work of organizing the Sunday School, though to some little extent
I had a hand in the work of organizing the church. About the time that the chapel was opened I
was walking in the Park one day with a fellow classmate in the seminary then working in the
North Church Sunday School . . . when my classmate incidentally referred to the fact that a
mission, as he called it, had been organized way up on the Westside of the city, and that Mr.
Smith had informally asked him to superintend the work. He requested my advice. What little I
gave him was unfavorable. This was a neighborhood with which I was not acquainted, but which
I had come to regard as little less than a howling wilderness, inhabited mostly by shantyites and
gots. Whether my judgment helped him in reaching a decision or not, I cannot say; but he
afterward declined the offer, and went to labor instead as a home missionary in Indian Territory.
Nothing more was thought or said about the little West Side Sunday School and the whole matter
left my mind.

“Just after I returned in the fall, I was sitting in my room late one afternoon when a gentle knock
was heard at my door. I responded, Come in, and there entered a gray-haired gentleman who said



he was seeking a student to preach in a little chapel which had been opened on the West Side.
Having no previous engagement, I agreed to perform the service he desired. I was invited to
conduct the weekly prayer meeting the following Thursday evening, and to preach the next
Sunday evening, both of which invitations I accepted.”

Following these events, Mr. Shaw was asked to superintend the Sunday School with a view to
becoming pastor. He at first declined due to the press of his seminary studies. However, after
further discussion with the Trustees, he accepted.

“On the first Sunday evening of January 1888, I occupied the pulpit, preaching from Phil. 3:13,
Forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching unto those things which are before. It
was a poor sermon, I well remember, but it had a good text – a significant, I might say a
prophetic text. Seconded and supported by a corps of interested and faithful workers, who were
willing to work, sing, give, call, and do everything and anything I asked them to do, the work
moved gradually forward. . .

“The Second Chapter of our history opens with February 7, 1888, the date we commemorate
tonight. On the evening of that day the organization was effected. I cannot overlook a resolution
which was offered and passed that night. It was this

Resolved, that, with hearts of gratitude to Almighty God for his signal favors on
our pathway in the past, we would face the future, trusting only in his strength and
guidance.

We could do not better than to re-vote that resolution tonight.”

The congregation grew larger even through the summer months. In September 1888 the Secretary
of the Board of Trustees requested the Church Extension Society to remove the partition and
build an extension to the end of the lot. In December, the infant class was moved to a nearby
empty storefront in the Edinburger Building. On December 21st the Trustees recorded the $3,825
had been pledged toward a new building. On Christmas Day (!) The full board met and

“Resolved: That we purchase . . . the property 100 ft. sq. on the NE corner of 105th

St. And 10th Avenue” (Amsterdam Avenue today)

The architectural firm of Carrere and Hastings was engaged to design the Second Chapel, as it is
called in Session and Trustees minutes of that period. It is obvious that even as they built this
permanent structure they knew they would be building a larger one very soon. In April 1889 a bid
of $33,400 was accepted from Charles H. Burm, builders. The mortgage of $45,000 at the Dime
Savings Bank was arranged for and guaranteed by the Church Extension Committee. However,
after a few months, the Trustees informed the Committee that the church could carry the
payments. At that point West End stood on its own feet as a church and has stayed upright to this
day. We are not mentioned again in the Church Extension Committee's minutes.

The Second Chapel, a beautiful marble structure with graceful columns in an organ pipe
arrangement, was dedicated on October 20, 1890 on the site of our present Parish House. There
were problems from the start, mainly water in the cellar. On October 2, 1890 the Trustees
instructed the Secretary



“To write a sharp letter to the architects, Carrere and Hastings in reference to
condition of cellar, saying that we hold them responsible and shall expect them to
put cellar in proper condition without delay.”

From other notes, it would appear that the cellar was not finished in any way. In addition, by
February 1891 it became necessary to keep someone overnight on Saturday in order to have
adequate heat for Sunday services. In March they were again draining the boiler pit. However,
with the congregation continuing to grow, the problem would be resolved in a happy way. At a
joint meeting of Session and Trustees on February 7, 1891 Mr. Shaw announced that he had
received a donation of $20,000 from Mrs. R.I. Stuart

“making it possible to consider the advisability of making strenuous efforts to
raise sufficient funds to warrant us in beginning the erection of our Main Church
in the spring. The matter was discussed at some length and it was the general
opinion that if we could raise $30,000 more we would be justified in going on
with the building. Our pastor expected to be able to raise $20,000 of this amount
and the Trustees agreed to try to raise the remaining $10,000.:

On March 25, 1891 they voted to ahead and on April 2nd the Board decided to employ the
services of an accomplished architect, known to have practical experience in church architecture.
They wished the Main Church to harmonize with the Second Chapel, although much less
elaborate in ornamental work; that the total cost estimate be adhered to (i.e., not run $1,000 over
as the previous builder had done); that the plans and specifications of the architect be paid for
and retained by the church, whether used or not; that the space be utilized so as to accommodate
as many worshipers as possible, etc. All of the dissatisfactions of the Second Chapel were
incorporated in the “wish list” for the Main Church. In May the Trustees hired Henry S. Kilburn,
a noted church architect and set out to be their own contractors, starting with bids on excavation
of the site. This time they could build on the corner of the lot. Two years earlier, when the
Second Chapel was built, the city was threatening to widen 10th Avenue and build an el. With
that threat removed, the corner line was secure.

Around our church are many memorials given by several of the sixty-nine original members. The
most meaningful one, historically, is our baptismal font. It was presented to the church in the
spring of 1890 while the congregation was still in the Tin Chapel, waiting for the Second Chapel
to be built. Mr. And Mrs. Judson Lawson gave it to the congregation as a memorial to their son,
Stanley, the first scholar in the Sunday School, with the hope that it be preserved and placed in
the Second Chapel. It was moved again to the Main Church upon its completion and it is
probably our only physical tie to the Tin Chapel where it all started.

In April 1892 the Main Church was dedicated and the congregation continued to grow. The many
activities started during these initial years are described in subsequent chapters. Before long,
people were again being turned away for lack of space. Mr. Shaw encouraged the Trustees to
think of yet a larger church and to consider buying the lots adjacent on 105th Street. Neither of
these ideas was acted on, however. Then came the bombshell:

New York Herald--May 22, 1904



“Rev. John Balcom Shaw, pastor of the West End Presbyterian Church on 105th Street surprised
the elders by accepting a call from the Second Presbyterian Church in Chicago.

“Dr. Shaw is the only pastor the West End Church has ever had, and this is the only pastorate he
has held. The church has been considered phenomenal in the matter of growth, as it was
organized only sixteen years ago with 69 members, and now numbers 1,864 communicants. In
the sixteen years 2,996 persons have been received into membership. The Sunday School has
shown corresponding growth and now numbers 1,366 pupils and teachers.

“Their property worth $300,000 entirely free of debt, supports seven home and foreign
missionaries, and carries on extensive sociological work in connection with the Church House,
which was acquired two years ago.

“It is the largest of the Presbyterian body in New York and the fifth largest in the country.”

Chicago offered Dr. Shaw $10,000 against the $6,000 he received at West End. Beyond that the
Chicago church had just completed an expansion program. They had the space and wanted
someone to fill it. West End was turning people away for lack of space and Dr. Shaw felt
frustrated.

What is obvious from all of these accounts is that the Reverend John Balcom Shaw was a great
preacher, a great organizer and a great fund raiser – a hard act to follow. Many churches might
find it difficult to carry on. However, in November 1904 the congregation called Reverend Albert
Edwin Keigwin, pastor of the Park Presbyterian Church in Newark, New Jersey. During the next
40 years, Dr. Keigwin showed equally great talents in helping West End to continue its mission
on the west side. Faced with two wars, a great depression, a total turnover in population and
many other challenges, he helped West End survive. The following chapters record this.

When word came to Dr. Keigwin of Dr. Shaw's death he included the following memorial minute
in the Session minutes dated September 15, 1935:

“During a pastorate of 17 years John Balcom Shaw was the inspired and inspiring leader of a
devoted people. Coming to the pulpit of West End Church fresh from the seminary, he embarked
upon the enterprise of gathering and organizing a new church in a rapidly growing section of the
uppwer west side of a great city, with all the enthusiasm, imagination and adventure of growth.
At once his dynamic personality caught the attention of the community and his energetic pastoral
work and winsome personality drew to his side multitudes of newcomers to this section of the
city, with the result that a large and flourishing congregation speedily took form, attracting the
attention not only of the city but of the whole denomination as well. So wisely did the young man
pick his officers and leaders and so well and broadly did he organize the work that West End was
soon looked to as a model of efficiency, spiritual fervor and fruitfulness. And the fruits of his
long pastorate abide to this day.

“Such a figure can never pass from the picture of a church's history. It is therefore altogether
fitting that the undying gratitude of the entire congregation should at this time be voiced by its



duly constituted officers as a tribute to the memory of John Balcom Shaw.”

Dr. Shaw's move to Chicago closed a chapter in West End's history. The Congregation was
growing and the building projects were almost complete. In 1913 the Second Chapel was
replaced by the Parish House which was constructed to harmonize with the Main Church and to
provide additional seating behind the pulpit to handle the ever larger crowds on Sunday morning.
How much we treasure these buildings today as we continue to carry on the work of those who
built them.

Our Young People

“On October 8th, 1888 at 8:15 p.m. the first meeting of the Young People's Association was
called to order by Mr. Shaw, and after singing and prayer Mr. Shaw made an address explaining
the work which the Assn. Proposed to do . . . Present at the meeting 35 gentlemen, 42 ladies,
total 77.”

They didn't waste any time, did they! All through the early Trustees Minutes are references to
requests by the Young People to use the Tin Chapel, then the Second Chapel for plays and other
activities. As the congregation grew, so did the number of organizations for young people of all
ages. Basketball teams for boys and girls, sewing and knitting groups, drama clubs, scout troops.
A partial list of the groups active in 1923 includes the Alethea Club, Alpha Delta Club, Clover
Club, Young Women's Club, West End Club, Westminster Guild, WEBIBC Club, Hiu Club, Phi
Sigma Club. The activities of these groups then as now were encouraged by the adult members
who met with the young people and guided them. Today, we have the Friday night Youth Group,
the Saturday Teen Center, a softball team in the Hispanic Softball League and a thriving After
School Center.

Summer Camp has also played an important role in the lives of our youngsters.

Camp West End Booster
Monroe, N.Y. – September 5, 1921

“It was a delightful day when I had occasion to visit Camp West End on Round Island Lake, at
Monroe, Orange County, N.Y. I was certainly more than pleased with the geographical, climatic,
hygienic, social and, last but not least, with the spiritual conditions at camp. All of these were
harmoniously present to a degree which was not anticipated.”

We can skip several paragraphs extolling the beauty and healthfulness of the camp site.

“The social status at Camp West End is of the best. Everybody is in good humor, appears happy
and in terms of good friendship. The merry laughter, the good-natured joking, the general
consideration of every one of the campers for the comfort of each other are much in evidence at
this camp. But then this has always been known to exist among the members of the West End
Presbyterian Church. The fact that this camp is for both male and female campers is certainly
desirable in spite of what may be said to the contrary. Our good God created both male and



female and intended that they should live in more or less close association. To this association of
male and female under proper social supervision, as observed at Camp West End, there can be
absolutely no valid objection. In fact, it should be properly encouraged. . .

“Finally, the spiritual conditions at Camp West End are simply perfect. In fact, the camp is an
open air church, the church after the pattern in which God first created it. Religious services are
strictly observed and their necessity is impressed on all, especially the youngest members of the
camp. . .

“As a physician, I consider Camp West End an ideal vacation camp conducive to a desirable and
perfect physical, mental, moral and spiritual health of the members of the church that wish to
sojourn there during the summer months. Go! Go! Go! Go to Camp West End for the whole
season, for two weeks, for one week, or, if you can't go for one reason or another for any length
of time, go for a few days or over the weekend – but go. . . But be sure to send your children to
Camp West End. My own son will stay at the camp until it closes. I am sure he is in good hands
and that he will be a better son and a better man for it.

Finally, all should unite and help by all means in their power the efforts of Mr. Paul W. Wood to
make Camp West End a permanent one.”

– George Bieser, M.D.

The camp motto, “To Recreate Mind, Body and Spirit” was carried over to the second year.
Some 250 West Enders spent time at Camp. Alas, Dr. Bieser's advice was ignored and the boys
and girls were separated. The success of the first two years encouraged the church to take a six
year lease on a 10 acre campsite at Walton Lake.

Today, West Enders go to Camp Westminster in Holmes, NY which is supported by the New
York City and Long Island Presbyteries. One week each summer is set aside for our youngsters.
In addition, there is a one week Spanish camp for Spanish speaking youngsters throughout the
presbytery to which several of our children go. The Agape Center at the Camp is available year
round and many of our groups have gone there on retreat in fall, winter and spring months. Most
recently, our 100th Anniversary all church retreat was held there on September 28, 1987.

Community Service

In December 1888 West End celebrated its first Christmas by providing Christmas Dinner
baskets for needy families in the neighborhood. The Ladies Aid Society organized this effort.
That tradition continues to this time when our Board of Deacons provides Thanksgiving,
Christmas, and Easter dinners for hard-pressed families. During the 1920s, as many as 400
dinners were distributed! Aside from the expense, organizing so many parcels and getting them
to the right people must have required great skill and many willing hands.

In 1922 West End started serving ten cent lunches to children of working mothers. Between 80
and 150 lunches were served in the Forum each school day under the able direction of Mrs.



Frazee, Director of Social Service. Each meal began with a blessing from one of the children.
These lunches continued for over ten years, when the public schools started a hot lunch program.
Today, our After School Program gives the children a hot dinner before sending them home.

From the earliest years, West End helped people find employment and new homes. The outreach
to the community included a Spanish speaking worker at Ellis Island and a worker among the
Italians of New York. The members were ever watchful for an opportunity to be of service while
spreading the Word of God. During the 1930s, government agencies took over much of the social
work previously provided by churches and private philanthropy.

Today, West End maintains a food pantry to help those who come seeking a bit of help. Indeed,
the need in recent years has always been increasing. To help stretch the food dollars of many of
our neighbors, we serve a Community Meal on the fourth Saturday of every month. We usually
have about 100 guests, some of whom take leftovers home.

Missionaries and Evangelism

The earliest Session minutes report a canvass of the neighborhood by the elders and an assistant
pastor for the purpose of inviting people to worship services. Over the years, many subsequent
canvasses invited those living nearby to worship at West End. In West End's first decade, most of
the members and visitors lived in the area. However, as the news of Dr. Shaw's preaching spread,
many visitors came from the entire metropolitan area and quite a number of joined West End as
members. The improvements in public transportation and the increasing availability of motor
cars made such membership possible.

Many individual churches in the late 19th and early 20th centuries supported foreign and domestic
missionaries directly from their funds. West End was among them. In the spring of 1899 Rev.
John E. Williams was given a conditional appointment to Nanking, China. West End supplied
the “condition” – the funds necessary – and he and Mrs. Williams sailed for China. In 1903,
West End donated $1,200 toward rebuilding Grace Chapel in Nanking. The mission continued
even after the anti-foreign uprising of 1927 in which Dr. Williams was killed. The Japanese
occupation of China in the late 1930s finally cut off communication with the mission.

West End's second missionary endeavor sent Rev. D.M. Wynkoop and Mrs. Wynkoop to Salt
River, Arizona to work among the Pima Indians in 1900. Five years later, they were succeeded by
Dr. C.H. Ellis, an ordained minister and doctor of medicine. He continued the work until his
retirement in 1929.

West End's third and most ambitious missionary project was the Polytechnic Institute of Porto
Rico. It was started as a school for boys in an old tobacco warehouse in 1912 by Rev. John M.
Harris. From this modest beginning it grew into a college for men and women, combining the
arts with manual and technical skills, all in a Christian atmosphere.

In the December 1899 minutes of the Missionary Committee a resolution was passed fining every
absetn member $ .25. Board and Committee members of today beware! That could translate into



$5.00.

Today, West End supports the missionary activities of the Presbyterian Church through an annual
pledge to the General Assembly mission fund and through our contributions to the One Great
Hour of Sharing during Lent. Our Evangelism Committee meets regularly and has extended a
welcome to new residents of the neighborhood on many occasions. However, our best effort is in
extending a hearty welcome to our Sunday visitors. Indeed, it has always been so. 

There are many references in old Bulletins to West End as “the friendly church.” The following
Session minute makes the point:

October 20, 1944 – “in tribute to John G. McLaughlin, died August 29, 2944. John McLaughlin
was drawn into our fellowship by the friendly welcome extended at the close of a morning
service by an alert West Ender who was seated across the aisle. Later, alluding this circumstance,
he reminisced: I knew at once that this is where I belonged. And belong he did, in the fullest
sense.”

After the First World War, many of the brownstone houses were replaced by large high-rise
apartment buildings. Many of the new residents belonged to other faiths. The membership began
to decline for the first time in West End's history. Looking for new ways to spread the Word,
West End embarked on The Radio Ministry.

In the fall of 1922, Station WJZ approached West End, asking whether they might broadcast the
service every other Sunday. On January 14, 1923 the first broacast went out during a severe
snowstorm. The sermon, entitled “The Voice in the Fog,” brought a spiritual message to many
who could not travel that day. The response to this new venture was an outpouring of letters of
gratitude from people who were unable to attend church. When Station WJZ changed its
programming policy three years later and discontinued the program, the protest from listeners
prompted Mr. Louis Caton to form a Radio Department, separate from the church, to raise the
money to carry on the broadcasts. And so they continued for seven years on WABC and for two
more on WOR. The Radio Corporation of America became a regular advertiser in our Bulletin,
promoting its “Radiola RC.”

Miss Sylvia Brooke who died recently was a member of long standing. She had been brought up
in New Jersey as a Methodist and moved to New York as a young woman, working in the
employment office of the YWCA. When asked why she had come to West End she seemed
surprised at the question, “Why, of course, I knew Dr. Keigwin very well from the radio
broadcasts. I never thought of going to another church. He was a great preacher. When he
finished a sermon you felt as if you could take on the whole world.”

By 1929 the Radio Ministry had received much attention from the press, as in this undated
clipping:

“The pastor, Rev. A. Edwin Keigwin, has come to be known as the radio pastor to countless
numbers of people in these eastern states. He is one of the most outstanding clergymen of the



present day and seems to have the ability to minister to all classes of people. His preaching is
noted for its outstanding eloquence, its breadth of vision, its generous catholicity, and its
spirituality.”

The letters received testified to the great changes in many lives. The church was the first to
broadcast a Communion service in its entirety, a source of great comfort to many shut in by
illness or old age.

Wars and Hard Times

When the United States entered World War I in early 1917, West End looked immediately for a
way to serve the country and particularly help the soldiers passing through New York City on the
way to France. Red Cross Auxiliary No. 69, organized in May with 40 members, grew within a
year to a membership of 312, making hospital garments and surgical dressings. 200 ladies
working at home made sweaters, helmets and wristlets.

Dr. Keigwin met by invitation with the Secretary of War and relayed a message to the Session
from Washington DC. The upper floors of the Parish House were turned into bunk rooms with
142 beds available. An additional 30 soldiers were welcomed in homes of the members. On
Sunday mornings, a committee provided an early breakfast for the guests, many of whom stayed
for services and returned for late afternoon tea. This activity continued into 1919 when all the
soldiers had returned home.

West End again answered the call in 1942, turning the gymnasium into a dormitory and
entertaining soldiers on weekends. Many of these military visitors remembered their stay at West
End and corresponded with the church from overseas. A few of their V-Mail letters survive.
Again, the Parish House was a beehive of Red Cross activity.

Between the two wars, West End experienced the economic ups and downs of the country. Rev.
Paul C. Warren had come to West End in November 1923 as assistant pastor. He and Mrs.
Warren threw themselves into all the activities of the church and Sunday School. In 1929 he
became the only associate pastor West End has ever had. In 1932 he was named co-pastor with
Dr. Keigwin. The Great Depression of the 1930s brought the church its first financial crisis,
making it impossible for West End to serve the ever increasing numbers of people needing help.

The Session voted on December 11, 1930 to transfer all funds to Chase Bank. However, before
the transfer could take place, the Bank of the United States closed, resulting in a loss of $1,725 in
Session and Benevolent Funds. ($92.50 was received later upon liquidation.) At this time,
receipts in the church were running about two-thirds normal. In April 1934 the treasurer of the
church, Mr. W.S. Banks, reported to Session that during the years of the Depression Dr. Keigwin
and Dr. Warren had waived salaries amounting to $18,500. In October 1934 the Session learned
that the salaries of our three missionaries in the field had been paid through June but were still
owing for July-September.

A letter from Presbytery in March 1935 appealed for assistance in meeting obligations amounting



to $199,168 in mortgages and bank loans. Dr. Keigwin's reply was to the effect that the spirit was
willing but the flesh was weak. Answering a letter from a family living in Westchester County
who could no longer pay the family's pew rent, Dr. Keigwin assured them that their seats would
always be theirs whenever they were able to come.

Perhaps the best picture of those times is found in the Deacons' report of April 1936:

“Many of our people have had a hard struggle to keep going during the past year, but due to the
extensive relief service maintained by the government and private philanthropy, and perhaps to
general business improvement, the church has had less acute situations to meet than during the
previous years. It is the policy of the deacons to connect distressed people with one of the relief
organizations, helping them until their affairs are adjusted. Mrs. Frazee in the Parish House is the
point of contact. There is a spirit of helpfulness and friendliness between the church and
organizations. Of 60 contacts, 40 received financial aid, others clothing or food supplied by the
Sunday School. Were it not for their present organized relief it would be impossible for the
church to carry on its present welfare work.”

Our Dear Pastors

It is very unusual for a church to have only six pastors and one co-pastor in 100 years. Even more
unusual is the fact that three pastors, Rev. John Balcom Shaw, Rev. A. Edwin Keigwin and Rev.
John David Warren, were here for 80 of those 100 years. And yet even more unusual is the fact
that a church is renowned through 100 years for fine preaching. All this is true of West End.

We have said a great deal about Rev. Shaw and even about Dr. Keigwin. Still we might add that
Dr. Keigwin was a great “idea man” who thought of new ways to bring the congregation
together. In 1914 he and 300 church members traveled by special train to Washington D.C. to
visit the White House. The journey was reported in The Sun, February 23, 1914, which said they
took over the Metropolitan Hotel. Even then he had ideas for future trips, to Bermuda and other
places. This grew into a travel bureau run by the Parish Office. During the Great Depression of
the 1930s, he conceived the idea of classes in typing and other clerical skills in the Parish House
to keep the unemployed members busy and to train them for new jobs. In this work particularly,
he was assisted by the associate pastor, Paul Warren.

In 1943 Rev. Paul C. Warren accepted a call to the Second Presbyterian Church in Baltimore. He
had been at West End for 20 years. Rev. Andrew Osborne came to West End from the Spring
Street Church as assistant pastor with the understanding that it would be for two years, after
which he would retire to England. However, when Dr. Keigwin retired in 1945, the congregation
called Rev. Osborne as pastor. He served until 1948 when he went to England.

The congregation then called Rev. Theodore Gill as pastor. He stayed with us for five years.
These were hard times again for the church – post-war economic Depression, a turnover in the
neighborhood population, with many members and their grown children moving to the suburbs.
In 1953 he accepted the first of several teaching positions. But he comes back to preach for us
now and then.



In 1953, Rev. J. Wesley Megaw was called by the congregation from the Fort Washington
Presbyterian Church. His first Pastor's Report said,

“coming to West End nine months ago, a difficult situation existed in the neighborhood owing to
a change in population, this offered a challenge that he could not resist. During this short time of
his pastorate the congregation has shown that they will not let him down. With new housing
planned for the neighborhood, he has every confidence for the future in the West Side.”

Dr. Megaw has been described by a number of long time members as a wonderful man with a gift
of gab. As Ruth Bieser tells it, one of his favorite expressions was to spread his arms wide and
say, “We are all in the loving hands of God.” Marion Armstrong recalled that, when her father
died in 1962, she received a note from her friends at the Cathedral where she is a member, but no
one called on her. One day when Jim and the children happened to be out, Dr. Megaw came to
see her. After chatting with her quite a while he said, “You mustn't think you'll ever get over this.
You'll never get over this.” As she puts it, “It was so realistic. He was a very realistic person. He
knew our nature and he knew God's nature. He was a very warm man, but also a most eloquent
preacher. He reminded us often in his sermons that we are all sinners.”

Our dear pastor, Rev. John David Warren, was called to West End in 1965 when Dr. Megaw
retired. What can I say that we don't all know? Still, with the thought of readers 50 years from
now, we must express our love for a powerful preacher, an incisive teacher and an extremely
hard worker. What more can we say than that he loves us dearly, is here seven days and nights a
week to help us in our endeavors, encourages us in all our new ideas, works in every way he can
to bring the Christian message to young people, and helps in every way possible to improve the
neighborhood for all who live here. If he sounds like a superman, there are times when we feel
that he must be one. As my mother used to say, “He gets up 20 minutes earlier than we do every
day.”

When Mr. Warren came in 1965, he was a bit dismayed by the condition of the sanctuary which
had not been refurbished since the 1920s. Mr. William Pahlmann, one of the leading decorators
in the country, was engaged and he later wrote this account.

“When my associate, A.J. Conner, and I were first invited to the church we were impressed by
the architectural motifs of the elegant old building and depressed by the heavy dark wood,
gloomy color scheme and inadequate lighting. The main points of our design were an improved
choir loft and screen in the nave of the church, a new color scheme, and improved lighting.

A color scheme of ivory, beige, scarlet and gold was used throughout the sanctuary, which now
has walls of ivory beige with a darker beige trim and a celing of muted turquoise. Pew cushions
were upholstered in a scarlet silk damask-type fabric and a new carpet, of scarlet marbelized in
black, was installed.

New lighting effects included . . . a fine crystal and bronze chandelier as a focal point over the
choir loft.”



The chandelier is one of a pair from the Fifth Avenue mansion of Thomas Fortune Ryan and
dates from 1905. Although it was very expensive, the congregation bought it as a memorial to
Mrs. Francis MacDonald Sinclair who had died not long before, leaving a great endowment to
the church. Martha Bohr was the head of the committee and felt that it was a fitting memorial
since Jennie Sinclair had collected glass.

The congregation worshiped in the chapel through the summer of 1966. The sanctuary was
rededicated in October. “The audience was addressed by Miss Fannie Hurst, the novelist and
longtime champion of New York's West Side, and by Milton Cross, radio broadcaster of the
Metropolitan Opera, who broadcast the first religious services on radio from a booth in the West
End Presbyterian Church's balcony.”

Singing Praises to the Lord

We know West End has been singing from its first day because the Tin Chapel had hymnbooks.
The names of the earliest organists are not recorded. Starting in 1910 with Clifford Demerest,
followed by Harry Horsfall and Maleva Harvey, we come to 1930 and the arrival of Willard
Irving Nevins. He organized the West End Choral Society which was active for many years
giving concerts in the church and elsewhere. In 1937 he went to the First Church, and George
Vause came to West End from the Broadway Church.

George Vause was born in The Dalles, Oregon and at the age of nine became the organist for St.
Paul's Episcopal Church in that city. He was known for his own compositions, especially
children's carols. One of his most popular was “Little Black Lamb.” He went to Seattle in 1943.

There were of succession of names including John Harms, Lester Berenbroick, William and
Eugenia Toole until 1962 when David Greer became our organist and choir director. He is the
founder and director of the Bloomingdale School of Music nearby. He stayed with us for 22 years
until the work of his school became too much for him to carry on here. The choir performed very
beautifully under his direction and we parted with him very sadly.

However, the Good Lord look after us again by sending Dr. Eugene Hancock in 1984. Dr.
Hancock is a noted organist and also a composer. His work with the choirs, particularly with the
children's choir, has been outstanding.

So all through our history we have been singing praises to God and music has been central in our
worship. We have had so many talented members in the congregation over the years who sang in
choirs, participated in spring musicales and such.

Speaking in Other Tongues

As far back as 1897 West End had Sunday School in Spanish. That seems amazing but the
explanation was that West End was encouraging a seminary student, Mr. Ferrando, to practice for
future missionary work. He found the pupils and proceeded to practice his biblical erudition on
them. In 1901 the Missionary Committee discussed the need to approach the number of Chinese



residents of the neighborhood whose spiritual needs were not being met. All through our 100
years, West End has lived in a neighborhood with people from many lands speaking many
languages. Many have joined the church as members.

Our present Spanish speaking congregation was started in 1966 by Rev. Francisco Berly Colon
with six members. Within a year there were 25 members, among them Luz and Arturo Morales,
who served for many years as elder until his death in 1976. Rev. Berly Colon retired in 1973
although he came back and filled in later. Elder Emilio Burgos served as leader from January
1977 until his death in 1980. He was followed by Rev. Andres Rosa who served as part-time
minister for several years. Since 1983, Mrs. Angelina (Helen) Burgos, Emilio's widow, has led
this congregation while attending seminary. She completed her studies in June 1987 and is just
completing all other requirements preparatory to accepting a call to the ministry. During this
period she has also served as our Christian Education Director and is involved in all of the
activities of the Sunday School and the young people's group. A great “retreater,” she has taken
so many church organizations to so many places that she must belong to the Christian Million
Mile Club. The Spanish service is held every Sunday at 1 p.m. right after coffee hour.

In recent years a Haitian Evangelical service has met in the late afternoon on Sunday in the
Parish House. Their service is in French and Kreol. This group has grown to include nearly 50
members and presently are looking for a church home of their own. West End and our pastor
have encouraged the growth of this congregation under the leadership of their lay preacher,
Joseph Desty.

Some Notes from the Oldtimers

Mrs. Raymond Renglase, our church member of longest standing, was baptized Florence Louise
Lambert by our first pastor, Dr. Shaw. Her father, Charles E. Lambert, had come to New York
City from Salem, New York up on the Vermont border, to study medicine at Bellevue Medical
School. He lived in the home of his parents' friends, Dr. And Mrs. Scofield, on West End Avenue
and eventually he married their daughter, Grace. He worshiped nearby in the Old Ten Chapel
during his student days. After practicing medicine in Salem for a few years, Charles returned to
New York with his wife. He was a great admirer of Dr. Shaw and the family returned to West
End to stay. In time he became a deacon, an elder and clerk of session.

Margaret Ruth Stewart first started coming to West End Sunday School when she was nine years
old. When she was about 15 years old she became a Sunday School teacher under Martha Bohr.
She was active in Christian Endeavor, King's Daughters and other groups. As she expressed it,
“The church was our social life.”

Mildred Weatherbee moved to New York with her mother and two sisters in 1919 after her
father's death. She, too, became a Sunday School teacher and remembers that she was with her
class in the balcony of the Chapel on the day she joined the church and had to scamper down
quite a long way to the front of the sanctuary. The church and the Chapel were full.

Louise Ryff Hymphrey rejoined her family in New York when she was about 12 years old. Her



mother sent her out to find a church. She didn't care what denomination it was since there were
several represented in the family prior to that time. So Louise wandered around and went into
West End, went home and told her mother and that's how West End became their church. They
were very active and faithful members from that time forward.


